



3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer 
went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some 
fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell 
on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up 
quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came 
up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they 
had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 
choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 
produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”  

 



OTHER SEED FELL AMONG THORNS… 

Most parents are blessed with gifted and talented children. But 
remarkable numbers of parents are burdened with children who 
have physical and mental deformities. To live with a problem 
child is very hard, quiet depressing, and may cause unbearable 
psychic pain. 

 



OTHER SEED FELL AMONG THORNS…. 

 “Farmer went out to sow his seed, some fell among thorns….” 

  What are the thorns and unfavorable soils that cripple the 
growth of the young seeds? 

 



Genetic 

 Temperamental 

 Intra-uterine disease or 
damage 

 Birth trauma 

 Family 

 School 

 Community 

 

 

Constitutional 

 

 

Environmental 

 



 Especially neurological 
disease 

Marital discord  

 Children in care 

 Children not living with both 
natural parents 

 

 

Physical damage or 

illness 

 

 

Family discord 

 



 Psychiatric disorder of the 
mother  

 Criminal record of the father 

 Substance abuse and 
personality disorder 

 Large family size 

Overcrowding  

 

Parental deviance 

 

 

Social disadvantage 

 



OTHER SEED FELL AMONG THORNS… 

What are the pathological outcomes when a child happened to 
fall in an unfavorable soil? 

 



 Disruptive behavior disorders – Conduct disorder (prevalence 5.3%), Oppositional defiant disorder  

 Hyperkinetic disorders (ADHD) (up to 5%). 

 Tic Disorders e.g. Tourettes’ (up to 2%) 

 Affective disorders – Depression (2%) 

 Anxiety disorders (3.8%), GAD, phobias, separation anxiety, panic, PTSD. 

 Obsessive Compulsive disorder (3%) 

 Dissociative and somatoform disorders (rare) 

 Psychosis e.g. drug induced, schizophrenia (v. rare in childhood, peak incidence late teens to early twenties). 

 Developmental disorders – general (2.4%) or specific learning disability, autistic spectrum disorders (0.06 to 
1.5%) . 

 Social functioning disorders e.g. elective mutism, attachment disorders 

 Eating disorders (3%) e.g. Anorexia, Bulimia, Binge eating 

 Sleep disorders e.g. night terrors… 

 Mental and behavioral disorders due to substance misuse 

 Other disorders such as non organic enuresis and encopresis, pica. 
 



OTHER SEED FELL AMONG THORNS…. 

 Let us watch  a video on challenging behavior in 

children and its burden on family 



OTHER SEED FELL AMONG THORNS… 

No one expects their child to walk away from everything they’ve 
been taught. We don’t look at our newborns and assume they 
will rebel. But what happens when they do? 

 There is no easy way-out. It will be a life long reality to live with.. 

How can a sunday school teacher extend helping hand to the 
weight bearing  parents??? 

 

 



OTHER SEED FELL AMONG THORNS… 

  Sunday school teachers can extend empathy and emotional 
support to the burdened parents. 

 Society usually labels problem child as prodigal, nuisance in the 
Sunday service, spoiled one, hopeless and worthless.  Sunday 
school teachers can patiently mediate with such socially isolated 
and stigmatized child with an attitude of acceptance and 
unconditional love. That can make a difference. Teachers can do 
lot of things even without professional input and insight, but 
with unfailing and unconditional love. Teachers can work as a 
facilitator to enhance, promote and modify unhealthy 
personality traits. 

 



OTHER SEED FELL AMONG THORNS… 

 Jesus came not to call righteous but sinners. Having hundred 
sheep, when he lost one of them, he left the ninety nine in the 
wilderness and went after the missing one. Sunday school 
teachers have  to follow this way, His way, our great Shepherd’s 
way… 

 Yes, its our divine mission. 

 



OTHER SEED FELL AMONG THORNS…. 

 Problem children  may be a minority in our parish, but that one 
out of ninety nine is a significant number, mega agenda and 
urgent concern in heaven.  

Winning, saving, and restoring these souls brings grant feast 
and rejoice in heaven. 

 



OTHER SEED FELL AMONG THORNS…. 

 Prodigal sons and daughters are real burden and life long 
suffering for parents.  

 But is it a real concern or  prayer  agenda  for clergies and 
Sunday school teachers?  

 If  yes , that’s great !! 

 If not WHY??  

 



OTHER SEED FELL AMONG THORNS…. 

Many parents are not ready to disclose their kid’s problem 
because of false prestige, fear of stigma,  and gossip. 

  Clergies and Sunday school teachers should win the confidence 
of suffering family and must be ready  for sharing the stress and 
strain and resourceful in  extending therapeutic relationship.  

We should encourage parents to wait patiently, pray tearfully 
and open the doors of their heart for the lost sheep to return.  

 



OTHER SEED FELL AMONG THORNS…. 

 Apart from just  teaching Sunday school lessens, teachers 
should find time to step into the inner sanctuary of the kids, to 
reflect their conflicts, fears, concerns and worries.  

 Teachers  need to extend unconditional love and regard, 
emotional support and acceptance to suffering child and 
parents.  

Hence a teaching mission of a teacher will be enhanced to a 

catching mission . 
 



CLIP 2 

 Let us watch a video clip on prodigal son and his  

compassionate father.   



 Yes, a Sunday school teacher need perseverance 

and long patience to deal with prodigal problem and 

need to extend emotional support to the suffering 

parents. 



 

 Pray for kids daily  

 Communicate with students frequently 

 Take student's answers seriously 

 Pray for the wisdom to read between the lines  

 Show up 15 minutes before class. 

 Join in enthusiastically 

 Learn Student's names 

 Ask a lot of questions,  cast your net into depth, search and 
research for your  unanswered  questions. 

 



MY DEAR BELOVED TEACHERS, 

SOW A MUSTARD SEED TODAY…… 

 "Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God 

like? and whereunto shall I resemble it? It is like a 

grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast 

into his garden; and it grew, and waxed a great 

tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches 

of it."—Luke 13:18-19. 



SOW A MUSTARD SEED… 

 Sow a mustard seed, and grow a tree. 

  Talk of Christ, and save a soul; that soul saved will 

be a blessing for ages, and a joy to God throughout 

eternity. 

  Was there ever such an investment as this? 

  Life, death, and hell, and worlds unknown, hang on 

the lips of the earnest teacher of the Gospel of 

Jesus. 

  Let us never cease speaking while we have breath 

in our body.  

 The Lord bless you! Amen, and Amen. 

 



OUR BELOVED FATHER… 

 God, our Father, 
Creator of all good things 
We ask You to bless all who teach and learn. 
Through Your Holy Spirit, 
guide us as we grow in faith and love 
and give us the courage 
to be more like Your Son. 
 
We ask this, in Jesus' name. 
 
Amen. 
                                                         ~~~~~~ 

  
 


